TOPIC: C.A.R.E. GIVER
Text: John 13:31-35

vv. 34-35, ““34 A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

Introduction:


Did you see now the growth of care business?  Car care, Child Care, House Care, Lawn Care, Health Care, Animal Care, Care Giver, etc. Why?  Because there is a need to care and be care of.  Last Sunday we realized the reason why do we need to care for each others.  We see the C-ondition, A-ffection, R-eaction, and E-xpectation.  In our text today in John 13, we can also see this needs but in different point C-ondition, A-ssociation, R-ejection and E-xploitation.  Today from the same book of John 13:31-35 we can see the how of care or how can we care for each other?  Just to give you first the background of our story.  Jesus at this point was with the disciples in the upper room right from the start of the John 13 Jesus already taught them how to care for each other by setting them examples in washing their feet – He emphasize here servant hood which is one of the expressions of Christian care for each other.  Jesus were trying to teaching them how to protect, respect, serve for each other.  Then Jesus talked about his death and the betrayal that will took place.  Then in v. 31-35 he taught them the key for caring for one another which is the only way the disciples can cope up with the event that will took place and in v. 31 it said, “31 When he was gone, Jesus said…”  From this text Jesus give the key to Christian caring after Judas left.  The truth we can see here is that caring is Christian business not government, DSWD, or other NGO business but it was given to His disciples only.  Although everyone even the creation needs caring, but when it comes to genuine caring this was given only to His disciples to do.  Therefore caring is Christian business.  And from our text we can see how we can use the key to caring for each other. Again I will use the word C.A.R.E. to point the key principles here.
1.  C – OMMIT (v. 34a)


v. 34a, “A new command I give you...”  This is a new command that Christ gave to his disciples. Love is nothing new; the Old Testament speaks often of love and reminds us to "love your neighbor as yourself." But on closer examination, there are several things here that are new, it has new FEATURE. The Old Testament spoke of loving our neighbors: but Jesus focused here on loving "one another." We who are Jesus' disciples are still to love our neighbors. But we have been welcomed in Christ into a new, intimate relationship with other believers! In Christ, we have become brothers and sisters, members of a single family (see Eph. 2:19  19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, Eph. 3:6, 6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.). So we care for each other base on His command not base on what we or others think or what we or others feel but we care because Jesus commanded it.  Jesus here is not giving us suggestions to car, but it is a mandate.  We cannot truly care without experiencing the love from Jesus.  Jesus here is giving us a command not an option, there is no other option in true caring but to love, as Jesus love us.  And if we commit our lives to Jesus new command we can able to care, Jesus way, a way that will glorify God. That is why we need a commitment to love and to care for each other. This is foundational in caring.  

Not just we need to commit to His command but we also need to:
2.  A – DVOCATE (v. 34b)
v. 34b, “Love one another.  As I have loved you…”  If this new command has new feature then it has also new EMPHASIS. The command was given to the disciples and not to anyone.  So if there is someone who will be an advocate of loving & caring for one another it will begin with you, with me. As disciples we are also commanded to love our neighbor, and sometimes it is easy for us to do because we like our neighbor or they give us favor.  But here the emphasis is for you, for me to love and care for my brother and sister in Christ that sometimes you don’t like the way he/she talk or do things, etc.  What Jesus is trying to emphasize here is that if there will be people who will do the real caring then it will start from you.  You should be the one to show and display real caring for your brothers.  As part of his family the disciples will be not just vocal advocate of caring but an advocate in showing and expressing it to one another.
3.  R – ECIPROCATE (v. 34c)


v. 34c, “…so you must love one another.”  This command is new because it has new STANDARD and new EXAMPLE.  This is new standard by which to measure love. Love of neighbor was to be "as you love yourself." But here we are told to love each other "as I have loved you." Love as Jesus did? Love with a love that gives self? Yes, this is new. My brother becomes more important to me than I am!  The newness of Jesus’ command pertains to the new kind of love that Christians have for one another because they have each experienced the love of Christ. In Christ, our relationship with each other is suddenly more intimate than any human relationship has ever been! In the closeness of our new relationship with God and with each other, love and care for each other takes on a new savor—and a new necessity. The 11 disciples would survive in His absence by committing to obeying and applying His example of love and care for each other.  This was revolutionary, for believers are called to love others based on Jesus’ sacrificial love for them, His love will be the standard not how others love us or how we love them but Jesus love for all of us. Jesus was a living example of God’s love, as we are to be living examples of Jesus’ love. As Jesus was the embodiment of God’s love, so now each disciple should embody Christ’s love. 1 John 4:7-12(read); Philippians 2:3-5, “3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus”.   The standard that Jesus set here is not what can our brethren or the church can give us but what can we give to show them Jesus love and care.  Of course you will not stop loving and caring for your brother just because he didn’t reciprocate, but that is the point if you love because they also love and caring for you then you will get tired in the end.  But we reciprocate not on them but on Jesus love and care for us, then you will not get tired of doing it.  You care because His love compels us; it is the motivation of genuine care.  
4.  E – XTEND (v. 35)


v. 35, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." Finally, there is a new OUTCOME. The Christ like love that permeates the new community of Christian brothers and sisters is a witness, extended to the world that Jesus is real. Only Jesus' living presence can explain such love for others.  The disciples of Him who laid down His life for those He loved. This love would be the mark of distinction: “Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.”  How can we extend our care for each other? : First, We can care by using our talent, our gifts for the benefits of others.  Second, we can care for people by learning how to encourage them to draw closer to Jesus.  And third, we can care for others by developing a servant heart ready to extend the second mile.  This is what happened to the believers of the book of Acts 2:42-47, “ 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.”  We can see here how they extended their care for each other, they not just doing it in the temple, but extending it in their houses, their caring was extended to sharing:  not just sharing their time for each other but also sharing what they have, what they learned, what they experienced, their talents and spiritual gifts by ministering to one another, they extended their care for each other by sharing their possession to others who are in need, etc. and because of this it is even extended to those outside the family of God and brought others to God’s family as well. This is the outcome when we care for each other in God’s family.
Conclusion:

The question now, are we willing to C.A.R.E.?  If, yes then begin now by committing to His Command, Advocating His command, Reciprocating His Command and Extending it not just during Sunday Celebration but by joining to our cell groups, using our talents, our resources, our gifts, etc. to care for each other that will also extended to others and ultimately to glorify Him!
ILLUSTRATIONS:

The Eleventh Commandment – When a preacher announced his subject, "The Eleventh Commandment," some thought him dangerously innovative to attempt a postscript to the time-honored, all-inclusive Decalogue. Then he read his text: "A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have loved one to another." (John 13:34-35)
Apostle John's Sole Theme: Love – It is said that the old apostle John insisted on being with his congregation in Ephesus for every meeting. When he was too old to walk, the people would carry him and he always insisted on addressing the assembly before dispersing. The assembly loved his sermons more than bread. What was his message? It was quite simple: "Little children, love one another." The first time, the weakened old man could say no more and the audience was powerfully moved. And his one-sentenced messages remained the same. Later, the congregation began to consider his words insipid. Finally, someone asked him, "But Master, why do you always say the same thing?" John replied: "Because it is the Lord's command; because this alone, if it is followed, is sufficient and adequate."
Early Christians' Love For Others – The heathen had a saying, "Man is a wolf to a man whom he does not know." But concerning the Christians, they exclaimed, "They love each other without knowing each other," and "Behold, how these Christians love one another." —True Stories
1 Corinthians 13 (Paraphrased) – If I have the language perfectly and speak like a native, and have not His love for them, I am nothing. If I have diplomas and degrees and know all the up-to-date methods, and have not His touch of understanding love, I am nothing. If I am able to argue successfully against the religions of the people and make fools of them, and have not His wooing note, I am nothing. If I have all faith and great ideals and magnificent plans, and not His love that sweats and bleeds and weeps and prays and pleads, I am nothing. If I give my clothes and money to them, and have not His love for them, I am nothing. If I surrender all prospects, leave home and friends, make the sacrifices of a missionary career, and turn sour and selfish amid the daily annoyances and slights of a missionary life, and have not the love that yields its rights, its leisure, its pet plans, I am nothing. Virtue has ceased to go out of me. If I can heal all manner of sickness and disease, but wound hearts and hurt feelings for want of His love that is kind, I am nothing. If I can write articles or publish books that win applause, but fail to transcribe the Word of the Cross into the language of His love, I am nothing. (cf: 1 Cor. 13)—South African Pioneer
Good Samaritan: 3 Philosophies – The parable of the Good Samaritan gives three philosophies of life—
The robber's philosophy was "What you have is mine, and I will take it."

The priest and Levite had the philosophy that "What is mine is mine, and I will keep it."

The Samaritan's philosophy was "What is mine is yours, and I will share it."

Jesus endorsed the Samaritan's philosopher and said, "Go, and do thou likewise." (Luke 10:37)
 Our Responsibilities To "One Another" – One of the most vivid ways the Lord Jesus reveals His intention for the church is by a series of statements given about our responsibilities to one another. The phrase "one another" usually represents the Greek word "allelon," and a consideration of the allelon principle in the New Testament provides us with a tremendous study of what quality friendship will look like in action. Here is a list of those allelon statements with duplicate references omitted, and what a list it is! In the Body of Christ, we are to:
· wash one another's feet (John 13:14) 

· love one another (John 13:34 and many other times) 

· be devoted to one another in brotherly love (Romans 12:10) 

· give preference to one another in honor (Romans 12:10) 

· be of the same mind toward one another (Romans 12:16; Romans 15:5) 

· stop judging one another (Romans 14:13) 

· pursue the building up of one another (Romans 14:19) 

· accept one another (Romans 15:7) 

· admonish one another (Romans 15:14) 

· greet one another (Romans 16:16) 

· wait for one another (1 Cor. 11:33) 

· care for one another (1 Cor. 12:25) 

· serve one another through love (Galatians 5:13) 

· bear one another's burdens (Galatians 6:2) 

· show forbearance to one another (Ephes. 4:2) 

· be kind to one another (Ephes. 4:32) 

· forgive each other (Ephes. 4:32) 

· speak to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs (Ephes. 5:19) 

· be subject to one another (Ephes. 5:21) 

· regard one another as more important (Phil. 2:3) 

· not lie to one another (Col. 3:9) 

· teach one another (Col. 3:16) 

· comfort one another (1 Thes. 4:18) 

· encourage one another (1 Thes. 5:11) 

· be at peace with one another (1 Thes. 5:13) 

· pursue good to one another (1 Thes. 5:15) 

· consider one another (Hebrews 10:25) 

· not speak against one another (James 4:11) 

· not complain against one another (James 5:9) 

· confess your sins to one another (James 5:16) 

· pray for one another (James 5:16) 

· be hospitable to one another (1 Peter 4:9) 

· clothe yourself with humility toward one another (1 Peter 5:5) 

—Author Unknown

The More Give, The More Get

The more you give, The more you get.
The more you laugh, The less you fret.
The more you do unselfishly, The more you live abundantly.

The more of everything you share, The more you'll always have to spare.
The more you love, the more you find, That life is good and friends are kind.
For only what we give away, Enriches us from day to day. —Helen Steiner Rice
