TOPIC: CHRISTMAS FREEDOM: STORY OF SHEPHERDS
Text: Luke 2:8-20

Introduction:

Four hundred years of silence from the Lord. The events of Malachi to Matthew represent an absolute time of silence. There were no prophets of the Lord to speak a message to the people and no great signs or wonders as far as we know. The silence from God must have been deafening and it must have left some wondering if their God had not abandoned them.  Some of you may be wondering the same thing. I have seen and heard more weeping and tears this year than any I can remember. It has been a rough one and I am sure some may feel that the Lord has deserted them. The message today deals with the first words spoken by the angels concerning the words of Almighty God, their words to the shepherds was Words of freedom. From there experience we can see three important truth that they experience freedom from. Luke 4:18-19, “18 "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."  John 8:32, 36, “32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”  2 Corinthians 3:17, “17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.”  Galatians 5:1, “1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”  
1. Freedom from FEAR (vv. 8-10a)
 “8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  10 But the angel said to them, Do not be afraid.” The shepherd’s were attending their flocks. There were no lights in the desert where they were, nothing except perhaps a fire to keep warm or possibly a full moon. Suddenly the area lit up as though the sun had appeared just for them.  Scripture says they were afraid. The Greek word literally means, they "feared a great fear". They were very; very afraid of what was happening.  God’s message to His people begins with three words. Each time the angel of the Lord appears his words are always, "Do not be afraid." He appears to Elizabeth and Zechariah, Mary and Joseph, and to the shepherds. (ILL. How many of you saw the movie Mission Impossible?  This movie is always about the impossibility of their mission.   One thing that I like in this movie was the rescue. That usually their mission to rescue would be surrounded by overwhelming impossibility. It seemed like they wouldn’t be able to do it and the person to rescue would be doomed. But, at the last possible minute the team would come to the rescue with success.)  Here the angel said to the shepherd, "Do not be afraid", as if he is saying, “Because Almighty God is coming to rescue you that He will surely save you from sin, that He will remove your sorrow and take you out from your hopeless situation. So don’t be afraid!” What is your fear in life that you need to free from? The Lord is telling you “Don’t be afraid!”
2. Freedom from HOPELESSNESS (vv. 10b-12) 
“I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger."  The shepherds lived in a secluded/hopeless world. One reason is their jobs required them to be away from the city so that their sheep could eat. Where ever their sheep were there to be the shepherds. They were away from civilized society. The other reason they were secluded was because no one wanted them to be around them. They worked with sheep so they had an odor about them. It was not a pleasant odor, they were stinky.  Another problem is they had a bad reputation, deserved or undeserved. They were generally considered thieves. "What’s yours is mine" is a quote from the Talmud concerning the character of shepherds. On top of their body odor they were thieves and so they were ignored by the city people. They were also excluded from worship because they were unclean. They could not, by nature of their work, attend enough temple services to be clean. So in the grand scheme of things shepherds were outcasts. They were both secluded and excluded from the "acceptable" people. The good news of great joy came to these shepherds. The word “great joy” means “mega”. From “great fear” God gave them “great joy”. The angel came with a great news, a Savior is born, He has come, the Christ which means the Messiah everyone in Israel are waiting for to deliver and save their people. The news of God was not to the elite or religious the good news was to these outcasts. Jesus said, “I have come to seek the sinners and not the righteous”. Romans 3 tell us that no one is righteous. Perhaps it is the hopelessness concerning religious matters that God brings hope to them. The good news of great joy is for everyone.  The hopelessness in this world has been overcome by the Savior, Christ the Lord, who brings salvation, hope, and joy, and who was revealed to the lowly shepherds. That message is truly great joy for all; it is for you and me, for everyone.
3. Freedom to WORSHIP (vv. 13-20)
“ 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about."  16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.” First we can see here that the shepherds have now freedom to GO and leave behind what they are doing to worship.  In Exodus 7 we can see that many times the Lord through Moses told the Pharaoh, “Let my people GO, so that they may worship me in the wilderness.”  The Lord wants freedom in our worship to Him. Yes it is true that in the New Testament we can now worship Him everywhere but still God is the one who choose a place to worship Him together.  How many times we reason out that watching TV or listening to radio is already okay, we justify so that we don’t need to leave something behind to worship God? How many times we cannot worship simply because we are so busy and in bondage of our work, of our hobby, of our study, etc.  Second we can see in v.17 that they have now freedom to worship God by TELLING what they heard, what they saw, what they experience from God.  I like the phrase here, “they spread the word”.  This timid shepherd, all they can probably speak was sheep language, now we can see how bold they are in spreading things from the God.  Sometimes we spread word easily if it comes from tsismis but very silent when it comes from being witness of God’s Good News. Do you have now the boldness to speak out what the Lord did in your life to be His witness in bringing Good News? Lastly, the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen which were just as they had been told. Here we can see that they return back to God the GLORY they also return to God their PRAISES and THANKSGIVING. They worshipped and glorified God. The result of experiencing the Lord should brought us to  worship the Lord not just with our lips but first and foremost with our life – Romans 12:1, “ 1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship.” Think about these truths we find in these passages. 
Conclusion:

After four hundred years of silence, God speaks to shepherds.  1. First it is because the Jesus Christ the Messiah came to save that which is lost. He even states that is his purpose. These shepherds could never get clean enough to worship or come close to Him. The Great Shepherd came for them and for us. 2. Second, they recognized their need. They knew they were unclean and outcasts. They wanted to be free to worship. Now they discovered a person to worship and praise in a manger.  3. They didn’t have to steal. They were given the greatest gift. A chance was given to freely worship and glorify God because of His Son, the Messiah, and the Christ. He was freely given to them.  4. They didn’t have to get clean or go to a temple. They listened to the invitation and obeyed the command of God to go see. When they did, they worshipped and praised like all the rest. 5. The shepherds were free. They were free of an old system of religion that let some in and kept others out. This invitation was for all and freely given. They discovered that God just wanted them to come and see.
ILLUSTRATIONS:

1. Don't Throw Freedom Away – High atop the United States Capitol dome in Washington stands the statue of the stately "Freedom Lady," almost 20 feet high. Her face is framed by a crest of stars. A shield of stars and stripes is in her left hand. The sculptured Freedom Lady was brought from Rome during a fierce storm, and the captain ordered some cargo thrown overboard. The sailors wanted to include the heavy statue, but the captain refused, shouting above the wind, "No! Never! We'll flounder before we throw 'Freedom' away."—James C. Helley
2. Lincoln's Firm Signature – When the Emancipation Proclamation was taken to Mr. Lincoln by Secretary Seward, for the President's signature, Mr. Lincoln took a pen, dipped it in the ink, moved his hand to the place for the signature, held it a moment, then removed his hand and dropped the pen. After a little hesitation, he again took up the pen and went through the same movement as before. Mr. Lincoln then turned to Mr. Seward and said: "I have been shaking hands since nine o'clock this morning, and my right arm is almost paralyzed. If my name ever goes into history, it will be for this act, and my whole soul is in it. If my hand trembles when I sign the Proclamation, all who examine the document hereafter will say, 'He hesitated.' " He then turned to the table, took up the pen again, and slowly, firmly wrote "Abraham Lincoln," with which the whole world is now familiar. He then looked up, smiled, and said, "That will do."
3. Mementos Of Slavery Buried – In 1838, on the night when the slaves were set free in Jamaica, a large mahogany coffin was made and a grave was dug. Into that coffin the liberated slaves threw the reminders of their former life of slavery—whips, torture irons, branding irons, coarse frocks and shirts, large hats, fragments of a treadmill, and handcuffs. Then the lid of the coffin was screwed down. At the stroke of midnight the coffin was lowered into the grave and buried. Then the liberated natives sang the doxology: Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him, all creatures here below, Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!
4. Epigram On Freedom – A California bank received the following brief note with a final payment on an auto contract: "Dear Sir: This should make us even. Sincerely, but no longer yours."
5. Yellow Speck Highlights Painting – An artist once drew a picture of a dreary, wintry twilight, The trees were heavily laden with snow, and a dark house, lonely and desolate, stood bleakly in the midst of the storm. It was a sad picture. Then, with a quick stroke of yellow crayon, the artist put a light in one window. The effect was magical. The entire scene was transformed into a vision of comfort and cheer. The birth of Christ is the determinative factor that brought hope, joy, and peace to this dark world.
6. Bored Americans And Inward Emptiness – America is said to have the highest per capita boredom of any spot on earth! We know that because we have the greatest number of artificial amusements of any country. People have become so empty that they can't even entertain themselves. People have to pay other people to amuse them, to make them laugh, to try to make them feel warm and happy and comfortable for a few minutes, to try to lose that awful, frightening, hollow feeling—that terrible, dreaded feeling of being lost and alone. —Billy Graham
7. Endless Voyages For Some – There are some 5,000 men, and a handful of women we read, who are on an endless sea voyage to nowhere. When the ship they are on, usually a freighter, arrives at port, they are locked up in a cabin. Sometime an armed guard is posted at the door. These are stateless people who have stowed away on ships without any sort of documents, usually for no other reason than to escape rushing poverty in their last homeland. Some of them have been traveling the world's shipping lanes for 10 to 12 years, and they fully expect to die at sea, because no country wants them. Without exception they are penniless, friendless, unskilled, and often illiterate.
