TOPIC: CHRISTMAS COURAGE: THE STORY OF JOSEPH
Text: Matthew 1:18-25

Introduction:

(ILL. When we asked Jon in the hospital if he wants to be a pastor ay nagkibit balikat lang, at ng pilitin naming, he said, “Ayaw kong maging pastor baka patayin din ako.” When we asked bakit papatayin, he said, “Kasi iyon daw gagawin kay Father Anthony ng May Bukas pa.”) (ILL. The Genio Lopez Foundation gave recognition and gifts to those people who shows courage during the Ondoy typhoon.  This people saved many people from the tragedy that brought by Ondoy and some of them died because of their courage to rescue other people from Ondoy. They risked their lives to save others.) There is a story of courage that took place on first Christmas. We often miss his story because our focus is on a young mother and a baby. He heard first hand that his bride to be was pregnant and it was not his child. He experienced a personal message from God because of the extraordinary event. He stood by the manger where the baby was laid. He provided protection for the mother and child during the early years of the child’s life. The man’s name of course is Joseph. What can we learn from him? Matt. 1:18-25
A. THE RATIONALE (basis, reason) OF JOSEPH’S COURAGE

1. His Courage Comes from His CHARACTER (vv. 18-19)

“18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly” This is moral courage, he displayed the character of God in his own life – notice v. 19a.  You can probably see a lot of courageous people now a day, like journalist, politician, etc., but very few of when it comes to moral courage – a righteous living.  Many people are courageous because of who they are, of what they have, of what they know, etc., but don’t have moral courage just as Joseph had. Like Noah – Genesis 6:8-9, “8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 9 Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God.”  There is a power in righteous living – Genesis 18:26, 32,   “26 The LORD said, "If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake."… 32He answered, "For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it." Like Job – Job 1:8, “8 Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil." 

2. His Courage Comes from His CONVICTION (vv. 20-23)

“20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins." 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 "The virgin will it be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"--which means, "God with us." Joseph’s after knowing the situation consider everything and ready to leave Mary anytime that is when an angel of the Lord appear  and told him everything base on the what the prophet and the Scriptures said.  Instead of arguing and reasoning his position, the Word of God says in v. 24 that Joseph did what the angel of the Lord commanded him to do.  His conviction leads Him to obey not his own principles but the conviction base on the Word, the promise, the principles of God’s Word.
3. His Courage Comes from His COMMITMENT (vv. 24-25)

“24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.”  Our conviction will be seen when we act to it – this is called commitment.  Our commitment will make us to move, this where the tire meets the road.   Commitment first and foremost to God – normally we have this practice that 50 plus 1 is majority and you have the voice and they are right but I find this not to be true always, even in the Bible you can see a lot about this (ex. Joshua & Caleb vs. the 10 spies, Moses against the people of Israel in the wilderness, etc.) even in the church we do it, but the truth is 1 plus 1 is majority – you and God is majority.  The Bible says, “If God is for us, then who can be against us?” Joseph is loyal not to anyone even to himself but to God.  Another he is committed to God’s Word, to His promise – his courage comes from it, God’s word is full of promises that we need to claim for ourselves, for our family, etc.  Joshua 1:7-9, “7 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go." Are you loyal to God and to His Word more than anyone or anything else?  Joseph’s courage comes from his commitment to God and to His Word.  He didn’t just listen to it but he live it – James 1:22, “ 22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.”
B. THE RESULTS OF JOSEPH’S COURAGE

1. He was able to FIX (deal with, resolve, manage) Doubts & Fear

We can only imagine how Joseph must have felt when he found out that Mary was pregnant. He knew the child was not his. What emotions do you think he would have? Shock – Disappointment – Embarrassment – Sorrow – Anger; probably a mixture of all. Yet Joseph’s character enabled him to keep rein on his emotions. His love for God and for Mary compelled him to seek for a way to protect her. You know the scripture says; 1 Peter 4:8, “8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins." Galatians 5:22-23, "22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control."  Joseph was able to fix his own emotions and courageously chose to protect Mary. God gives us the courage to face our own doubts and fears and also the rumors of others.
2. He was able to FACE the Future

In the case of Joseph – he was given a vision – a dream to help reinforce his faith. He knew the neighbor’s opinion of him would change. He knew the rumors would be flying. But he also knew that God had spoke to him in a special way. The scriptures say: "But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream," If you have accepted Jesus as your savior, if you have the Holy Spirit living inside you, He will always be there for you. That is His promise – Hebrews 13:5, "I will never leave you nor forsake you." This fact gives me the courage to face the unknown.  Romans 8:31, “If God is for us, who can be against us?" When we face doubts – when we face fears – when we face an uncertain future – we are tempted to avoid the wilderness. We like our comfort zones. If we are approaching an area of the unknown we try to find another way around or to make a U turn to avoid it. We are afraid of the wilderness. There might be Giants there. There might be bullies there. There might be rumors and teasing. There might be hardships and struggles. But it is only by a journey through the wilderness that we will reach our Promised Land, by facing the future!
Conclusion:  
Of all of these truths about Joseph’s courage there is one thing I would like us to take notice:  Joseph was ordinary person like you, like me, like us – he too had problems, doubts, fear, worries, needs, etc.  But in spite of all of these, he was able to stand up courageously all of the challenges because as God told him, that His son whom Mary will give birth to will saved his people and will be called Immanuel which means God with us, God with Him and He is Jesus – the source and giver of real courage HE is the COURAGE OF CHRISTMAS.  
ILLUSTRATIONS:

1.  Lame Soldier Here To Fight – An Athenian, who was lame in one foot, was laughed at by the soldiers on account of his lameness. "I am here to fight," said he, "not to run."
2.  The courageous Lover – Letter to his lover: I will climb the highest mountain, I will swim the tempest sea, I will face the piercing storms just to see you.  P.S. If it will not rain on Sunday I will see you.
3.  Rescue Shop Near Hell – The great English missionary C. T. Studd said: Some want to live within the sound of church or chapel bell. I want to run a rescue shop within a yard of Hell.
4.  Secret Of Fearlessness – Of the memorials in Westminster Abbey there is not one that gives a nobler thought than that inscribed on the monument to Lord Lawrence—simply his name, with the date of his death, and these words: "He feared man so little because he feared God so much."
5.  Spartans' Brave Reply: "IF" – Long ago, Greece was divided into several cities and states, each with its own leader. King Philip of Macedon, a king in the northern part of Greece, wanted to bring all of Greece together under his rule. So he raised a great army and made war upon the other states, until nearly all were forced to call him their king. Sparta, however, resisted. The Spartans lived in the southern part of Greece, an area called Laconia, and so they were sometimes called Lacons. They were noted for their simple habits and their bravery. They were also known as a people who used few words and chose them carefully. Even today a short answer is often described as being "laconic." Philip knew he must subdue the Spartans if all of Greece was to be his. So he brought his great army to the borders of Laconia, and sent a message to the Spartans. "If you do not submit at once," he threatened them, "I will invade your country. And if I invade, I will pillage and burn everything you hold dear. If I march into Laconia, I will level your great city to the ground." In a few days, Philip received an answer. When he opened the letter, he found only one word written there. That word was "IF."
6.  Stand With The Right – Never be afraid to stand with the minority which is right, for the minority which is right will one day be the majority; always be afraid to stand with the majority which is wrong, for the majority which is wrong will one day be the minority. —William Jennings Bryan
7.  To Shed First Blood Drop – Abraham Lincoln said that he had no difficulty in finding men who would shed the last drop of blood for America. His difficulty was finding those who would shed the first drop.—Acts and Facts
8.  Epigram On Courage – (Courage is not the absence of fear; it is the mastery of it.) (Don't be afraid to take a big step if one is indicated. You can't cross a chasm in two small jumps.—Bits & Pieces) (Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak; courage is also what it takes to sit down and listen.—Anonymous) (If you're not afraid to face the music, you may someday lead the band.)
9.  (Conviction) Must Know Messiah To Sing It – Reichel was conducting the final rehearsal of his great choir for the production of the "Messiah." The chorus had sung through to the point where the soprano solo takes up the refrain, "I know that my Redeemer liveth." The soloist's technique was perfect—she had faultless breathing, accurate note placing, and flawless enunciation. After the final note all eyes were fixed on Reichel to catch his look of approval. Instead, he silenced the orchestra, walked up to the singer with sorrowful eyes, and said, "My daughter, do you really know that your Redeemer liveth?" "Why yes," she answered, flushing, "I think I do." "Then sing it!" cried Reichel. "Tell it to me so that I will know and all who hear you will know that you know the joy and power of Him." He then motioned the orchestra to play again. This time she sang the truth as she knew it and had experienced it in her own soul, and all who heard wept under the spell of it. The old master approached her with tear-dimmed eyes, and said, "You do know, for you have told me."
10.  Lincoln Firmly Signs Emancipation – The Emancipation Proclamation of 1863 reads: "All persons held as slaves within any State, or designated part of a State, the people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free...." In the South, at that time, there were 3,204,000 slaves, valued at half a billion dollars. The Proclamation was brought to Mr. Lincoln at noon on January 1, 1863, by Secretary of State William Henry Seward and his son, Frederick. The document was placed on a table before Mr. Lincoln. Mr. Lincoln picked up a pen, dipped it in ink, unrolled the manuscript, and was about to affix his signature to the appropriate place. He hesitated. Laying the pen down, Lincoln hesitated a few minutes before he picked up the pen. He said to Seward: "I have been shaking hands since nine o'clock this morning, and my right arm is almost paralyzed. If my name ever goes into history, it will be for this act, and my whole soul is in it. If my hand trembles when I sign the Proclamation, all who examine the document hereafter will say, 'He hesitated.' " Having rested his hand a few minutes, Lincoln then wrote firmly across the Proclamation, "Abraham Lincoln." Looking up at Seward, he smiled and said, "That will do."
11.  (Conviction) Job Gets Man Not Man Gets Job – I often tell my people that I don't want any fellow who has a job working for me. What I want is a fellow whom a job has. I want the job to get the fellow and not the fellow to get the job. And I want that job to get hold of this young man so hard that no matter where he is the job has got him for keeps. I want that job to have him in its clutches when he goes to bed at night, and in the morning I want that same job to be sitting on the foot of his bed telling him it's time to get up and go to work. And when a job gets a fellow that way he'll amount to something. —Charles F. Kettering,
12.  Moody Defines Character – D.L. Moody used to say that "character is what a man or woman is in the dark," when there's no one looking, no one listening. It is the thought, the desire, the intention that counts in the sight of God.
13.  Epigram On Character – A man who lives right, and is right, has more power in his silence than another has by his words. Character is like bells which ring out sweet music and which, when touched, accidentally even, resound with sweet music.—Phillips Brooks
14.  Epigram On Character – When wealth is lost, nothing is lost;/When health is lost, something is lost;/When character is lost, all is lost!—Anonymous
15.  Epigram On Character – Fame is a vapor, popularity an accident, riches take wings. Only one thing endures and that is character.—Abraham Lincoln
16.  Epigram On Doubters – If you tell a man that there are 581,678,934,341 stars in the universe, he'll believe you. But if a sign says, "Fresh Paint," he has to make a personal investigation.
17.  Anatomy Of Fear – In spite of what they say, 90% of the chronic patients who see today's physicians have one common symptom. Their trouble did not start with cough or chest pain or hyperacidity. In 90% of the cases, the first symptom was fear. This is the opinion of a well-known American internist as expressed in a roundtable discussion on psychosomatic medicine. This is also the consensus of a growing body of specialists. Fear of losing a job, of old age, of being exposed—sooner or later this fear manifests itself as "a clinical symptom." Sometimes the fear is nothing more than a superficial anxiety; sometimes it is so deep-seated that the patient himself denies its existence and makes the round of doctor to doctor, taking injections, hormones, tranquilizers and tonics in an endless search for relief.
18.  Fear Would Kill The Rest – An oriental legend tells of the desert traveler, who, one night met Fear and Plague, going to Baghdad where they expected to kill 10,000 persons. The traveler asked Plague if he would do all the killing and Plague answered, "Oh, no, I shall kill only a few hundred and my friend Fear will kill the others."
