TOPIC: SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Text: 2 Corinthians 9:10


10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.”

Introduction:

(ILL. Tree's Strengthened Roots – Leslie Stokes, an English Baptist minister, once told the following parable: Once upon a time there was a tree. It was a lovely-looking tree, shapely, strong, and stately. But appearances are not always to be trusted, and they were not in this case. For the tree knew inwardly that its massive strength was beginning to wane. When the wind was strong it had felt itself shaking ominously, and heard suspicious creaks. So, wisely, it took itself in hand. With much effort it grew another branch or two, and then looked stronger and safer than ever. But when the new gale blew, there was a terrific snapping of roots and, but for the support of a friendly neighbor, it would have been flat on the ground. When the tree had recovered from the shock, it looked at its neighbor curiously. "Tell me," it asked, "How is it that you have not only stood your ground, but are even able to help me, too?" "Oh," replied the neighbor, "that's easy. When you were busy growing new branches, I was strengthening my roots.")
When a person stops to grow he is dead! This is God’s law.  It is imprint to every creature of God and this is also true with our Spiritual Life.  God imprints the Law of Spiritual Growth, the Law of Increase.  What is the Law of Spiritual Growth?
1.  The START of Spiritual Growth (foundation, beginning)

God is the source of Spiritual growth. I Cor. 3:6, “6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.” He supply growth in every creature, he created everything with the potential to grow.  Everything that is living will naturally grow, only dead ones don’t grow. This is also true with our spiritual life. This is called The Law of Spiritual Action and Reaction.  Like all the natural laws God is also the author, the source of all spiritual laws, and this law operates whether you believe or not. Whether you cooperate or not. And the Law of Action and Reaction is the law pertaining to growth, in increase.  That anything we sow we will reap in harvest. God initiate growth in our lives, he supply everything we need to attain growth in our lives all we have to do is to cooperate with Him.
2.  The STAMP of Spiritual Growth (mark, imprint, hallmark, signature, seal)

Spiritual growth is mark of those who belongs to God. And God place this law to everyone who believe in Him – Ephesians 1:13-14, “13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory.”  2 Corinthians 1:21-22, “21 Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, 22 set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.”  Spiritual growth is natural to those who sealed by the Holy Spirit – Galatians 5:16-18, “16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.”  Spiritual Growth was prompted by the working of the Holy Spirit in our lives otherwise we cannot do what the Lord wants us to do, the growth that God expects from us, because our nature is sinful and hostile – Romans 8:5-8, “5 Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; 7 the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. 8 Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.” It will be impossible to have a Spiritual Growth without the working of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit brings growth in our lives. In Galatians 5:19-21, “19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.” You don’t need to go to school or your child to learn all these sinful acts because it is our very nature.  Galatians 5:22-25, “22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.” The fruit of the Spirit is not natural to us that is why we need the working of the Holy Spirit in us.  We need to cultivate, to let it grow in our lives and by doing this we slowly put the old nature to death.  But we need to submit to the Holy Spirit and need to intentionally cultivate it in our lives for it is not our nature.
3.  The STATE of Spiritual Growth (condition, status)

How do the Law of Spiritual Increase works? When Spiritual Growth takes place in someone’s life then at least THREE THINGS HAPPENED NATURALLY: First, the SUPPLY OF SEED takes place – (PowerPoint - see comes in different shape and sizes but all has the potential in it) The seed of faith was supply by God in our heart, this is the point that salvation becomes clear to you.  Second, the INCREASE OF SEED – faith increase in our heart the more we practice and acting on it. And then third, the ENLARGEMENT OF THE HARVEST takes place.  We can see that the law of action and reaction starts to operate.  But when someone choose to hinder growth in his or her life then the law also starts to operate but the other way around, instead of reaping harvest of righteousness, harvest of unrighteousness will be reap instead.  This is the reason why many people don’t have so much concern with missions or ministry because their faith is not growing! When we cultivate faith in our lives, faith grows even more but if not then the law of faith also starts to operate – Matt. 9:29, “29 Then he touched their eyes and said, "According to your faith will it be done to you".  Matt. 13:58, “58 And he did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith.”  Mark 11:22-23, “22 "Have faith in God," Jesus answered. 23 "I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him..” Jesus was able to do things for us base on our faith, so the more we make our faith grow the more we were able to receive things from God. NKJV reads, “22 So Jesus answered and said to them, "Have faith in God. 
23 For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be removed and be cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.” Notice here that it says “those things that he says” those things, that it will come to pass!  God’s law is always strong and active to those who submit to his law, the Law of Spiritual Growth – the law of action and reaction.  But it operates the other way around to those who doubt, those who are double minded – James 1:6-8, “6 But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.”  Double minded people are those who declare one thing and then doubt that it will come to pass. They are people who believe on one thing but doing things the other way around.  For example: I am saved through Christ – am I really saved?  I have God’s favor in this job opportunity – matanggap kaya ako?  I will pass this exam – palagay ko hindi ko maipapasa ito? That’s why Jesus told us to have a childlike faith – it is a faith that grows believing that it will come to pass.


What is the state of your Spiritual life, is it growing as God intended it to be or is it stagnates?  Are you cooperating with God’s law by submitting to it or are you fighting against it?

Conclusion:


Growth will naturally take place to those who put himself under God’s Law of Increase or Law of Action and Reaction, and the more we desire and cooperate the more the increase and off course the more we please God – “without faith we cannot please God”, Hebrews 11:6 said. Be like Jesus disciples, Luke 17:5-6, “ 5 The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" 6 He replied, "If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it will obey you.”  

What should we do then?  Cooperate with God’s Law of Increase of growth by letting it to happened in your life, don’t let your spiritual life stagnate, but keep on growing, keep on moving, keep on increasing.  So that likes Paul you can say, 1 Timothy 6:12a, “12 Fight the good fight of the faith.”  2 Timothy 4:7, “7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”
ILLUSTRATIONS:

Improving The Box

A certain soap-maker having run out of superlatives to define the perfection of his product, hit upon a statement that said in a novel and compelling way the last word that could be said concerning it: "As we couldn't improve our product, we improved the box."

Each A Member Of One Tree

We asked the leaf, "Are you complete in yourself?" And the leaf answers, "No, my life is in the branches."

We ask the branch, and the branch answers, "No, my life is in the root."

We asked the root, and it answer, "No, my life is in the trunk and the branches and the leaves. Keep the branches stripped of leaves, and I shall die."

So it is with the great tree of being. Nothing is completely and merely individual.  —Harry Emerson Fosdick
 You Have To Keep On Going

One step won't take you very far

You've got to keep on walking

One word won't tell folks who you are,

You have to keep on talking.

One foot won't make you very tall,

You have to keep on growing

One trip to church won't tell you all,

You Have To Keep On Going.
Knowing The Shepherd Of Psalm 23
A distinguished actor and an aged minister met at a gathering. The actor was asked to give a recitation and, at the minister's request, he repeated the twenty-third psalm. Such was the beauty of his voice and the charm of his manner that a subdued murmur of praise went round.

The actor then invited the old minister to repeat the same psalm. When the minister ended, there were tears in all eyes, for he had spoken to their hearts and souls. None felt the difference more keenly than the great actor who said: "I know the psalm, but you know the Shepherd."

Tree's Strengthened Roots

Leslie Stokes, an English Baptist minister, once told the following parable:

Once upon a time there was a tree. It was a lovely-looking tree, shapely, strong, and stately. But appearances are not always to be trusted, and they were not in this case. For the tree knew inwardly that its massive strength was beginning to wane. When the wind was strong it had felt itself shaking ominously, and heard suspicious creaks. So, wisely, it took itself in hand. With much effort it grew another branch or two, and then looked stronger and safer than ever. But when the new gale blew, there was a terrific snapping of roots and, but for the support of a friendly neighbor, it would have been flat on the ground.

When the tree had recovered from the shock, it looked at its neighbor curiously. "Tell me," it asked, "how is it that you have not only stood your ground, but are even able to help me, too?"

"Oh," replied the neighbor, "that's easy. When you were busy growing new branches, I was strengthening my roots."
Faith Visualized

Have you ever thought of the life of a child? Why, the life of a child is a perfect life of faith. That little child—what can that little child do? Why, that litttle child could not find its way to the street-end, and back again. It would be lost if you trusted it alone.

That little child could not find the next meal. That little child could not furnish a shelter for its own head tonight. And yet has that little alarm about it? Not at all! How come it's that the child's life is the happy life it is? Because, instinctively and beautifully, it is a life of faith.
Dad's 5-Penny Promised Believed

A friend tells of overhearing two little girls, playmates, who were counting over their pennies.

One said, "I have five pennies."

The other said, "I have ten."

"No," said the first little girl, "You have just five cents, the same as I."

"But," the second child quickly replied, "my father said that when he came home tonight, he would give me five cents, and so I have ten cents." The child's faith gave her proof of that which she did not as yet see, and she counted it as being already hers, because it had been already promised by her father.

Faith And Doubt

Doubt sees the obstacles.

Faith sees the way!

Doubt sees the darkest night,

Faith sees the day!

Doubt dreads to take a step.

Faith soars on high!

Doubt questions, "Who believes?"

Faith answers, "I!"

Faith is "Lean His Whole Weight"

John G. Paton was making a translation of the Scriptures into the language spoken in the country where he was a missionary, and searched long for a word for "Faith". The natives had no word for "believe".

One day, while working on his translation, a native entered his room and, tired out, flung himself down on one chair, resting his feet on another chair and remarked how good it was to "lean his whole weight" on the chairs.

Dr. Paton noted the word he had used for "lean his whole weight"; he had his word for "believe".
Red Sea Crossing—Boy's Version

One day an eleven-year-old boy came home from Sunday School and told his mother what he learnt.

"Well," the boy said, "our teacher told us about how God sent Moses behind the enemy lines to rescue the Israelites from the Egyptians. Moses led them to the Red Sea, and then ordered his engineers to build a bridge. After they all crossed to the other side, they saw the Egyptian tanks coming after them. Moses then radioed the air force to send jet fighters to bomb the bridge and save the Israelites."

"Johnny: Did your teacher really tell you the story in that way?"

"Not really," Johnny admitted. "But if I told it her way, you'd never believe it." (cf: Exodus 14:21-31)

—Asian Beacon
The Mustard Seed

Biblical references to mustard are well known. Matthew and Luke relate parables in which Jesus uses mustard seed as a symbol of faith that can move mountains or trees. Matthew, Mark, and Luke all tell the parable in which Jesus compares the Kingdom of God to the mustard seed that a man sows in his garden and that grows to be a tree in which birds come to roost.

Biblical scholars affirm that in those days the seed of the mustard plant probably was one of the smallest known, and there actually were mustard plants in Palestine that grew to be over ten feet tall with thick stems and branches strong enough to bear the weight of small birds attracted by the edible seeds.

A distinguishing mark of the large and varied mustard family is that the flowers have four petals, which may be yellow, white, pink, or purple, in the shape of a cross; hence the original family name Cruciferae (marked with a cross). (cf: Matthew 17:20)

