Topic: Christmas Wisdom: The Story of the Wise Men

Text: Matthew 2:1-12 


vv. 1-2, “1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him."
Introduction:
Read: Matthew 2:1-12.  The story of the wise men is a story that is shrouded in mystery. From tradition we seem to know all the facts and details. But as we study the scripture we find that there are a lot of questions we cannot answer about the wise men from the Biblical text. For example: How many were there? We don’t know. Where did they come from? We don’t know. How long did their journey take? We don’t know.  They seem to just show up mysteriously – and just as mysteriously they are gone. But one thing I am certain about is that the number of wise men and women increases in every generation as people continue to seek the Christ. Let’s look at four facts that we can learn from the story of the wise men as we close this year and continue our journey on another year.  F.A.C.T. about the wise men’s journey.

1. A wise man’s journey is one of FAITH.

""Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east…” What would prompt someone to leave the comfort of their homes to go on a dangerous journey? Romance? Yes. Wealth? Most definitely. But faith? Yes – faith. “Where is He who has been born the King of the Jews?” What a probing question – there is no doubt in their language that He had been born – the question is “Where is He?” They had seen the star – the evidence was real – now where is He? They had faith that He was alive – that He existed – now all they needed to do was to find Him. Their purpose was established – find Him. And so they were willing to risk everything to find Him. They were willing to leave the safety of their homes – to risk a pearliest journey to seek a King.  Can you imagine their neighbor’s reaction? “Are you going on a journey?” “Yes.” “Where are you going?” “We don’t know for sure.” “How far is it?” “Well we don’t know that either.” How long are you going to be gone?” Well were not quite sure on that either.” “Boy for wise men you sure don’t much do you?”  But you know they must have said the same things to Abraham when he left his home for the Promised Land. They must have said the same things to Noah who was building an ark – even though it had never rained in the history of the earth up till that point. They must have said the same kind of things to Peter, Andrew, John and James when they left the fishing nets to become fishers of men. What are you crazy? Are you insane? Are you out of your minds? No not crazy – not insane – not out of their minds – they are men of faith.
FACT: God’s journeys always involve FAITH.

It’s impossible to please God apart from faith. And why? Hebrews 11:6, “6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.”  People of faith have been willing to respond to the challenges of the unknown over and over again down through history.  (ILL. William Cary was a shoemaker when one day he heard of the millions of people in India who had not heard the Good News of Jesus Christ. He believed the great commission to “Go into all the world and preach the gospel.” He believed that that verse was speaking directly to him. So he volunteered to go to India but was told “Young man, sit down. When God wants to convert the heathen, He will do it without your help.” Cary went anyway – supporting himself. For seven years he worked without seeing a single convert – but by the end of his life he saw hundreds of churches and thousands of converts.) Today he is known as the “Father of Modern Missions.” He was a wise men before God because he was a man of faith. 

2. A wise man’s journey is one of ADORATION/ of WORSHIP.

When the wise men came on their journey it was for the purpose of worship – vv. 10-11. They brought with them gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. These gifts have a lot of symbolism associated with them. Gold represents wealth. It is a gift fit for a king. (Jesus was the King of Kings) Frankincense is the sap of a tree that was dried and hardened and used as incense to worship God. Thus we see a gift for his deity. (Jesus was the Son of God) Myrrh is a fragrant perfume that was used to anoint the dead – to embalm and preserve them. (Jesus was The Sacrificial Lamb) But there is more to worship than gold, frankincense, or myrrh isn’t there. 
FACT: Worship always involves SACRIFICE.

Was there a price to be paid for the wise men’s worship? You bet. They had given themselves to a journey. Travel in those days was not very comfortable – in fact it could be downright dangerous. The wise men had sacrificed their own comfort to find the King of kings and worship Him. Listen to what David said about sacrifice: 2 Samuel 24:24, “I will not offer to the Lord my God burnt offerings that cost [me] nothing.” (HCSB).  Romans says it this way: Romans 12:1, " 1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship." To truly worship requires sacrifice. The greatest gift – the greatest sacrifice – you can give to God is yourself. You say but I have given nothing to Him today. I say yes you have even today you have given Him something of yourself. You have given Him your time by being here. You prepared for a journey this morning by getting up and getting dressed and ready to seek a King. You got into your cars – used your gas and came to church. Later when the offering plate came around you will put money into the plate to help pay kingdom expenses of maintaining the church building – water, electricity all have to be paid for. When you put your offering into the plate you helped support God’s program – which includes purchasing material – supporting our workers & missionaries – and paying the staff salaries – just to mention a few. When you came today you came as a living sacrifice – even though you may not view it as that – even though you may not have realized it. The efforts you make to worship God are your sacrifice to Him. But here is a fact I want you all to remember today:
FACT: What God wants most of all – above everything else is ME.
He wants your heart – He wants your attention – 24/7 – the question to ask is: What am I willing to give Him? Am I willing to give Him my best as I venture to another year? Am I willing to go on a spiritual journey to worship Him? Am I willing to give up my comfort zone to follow Christ? The wise men were – are you? The third point I want to make this is morning is:

3. A wise man’s journey is one of CHANGE.

Look at verse twelve with me: " 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route." Isn’t it interesting that after they worshiped Jesus that they could not go back the same way that they had come? I find that to be a fact even today. 
FACT: Once you have met God you WILL NEVER BE THE SAME

An encounter with God changes things – it changes you – doesn’t it? It’s always been that way. Jacob wrestled with God and never walked the same the rest of his life.  Isaiah stepped into the presence of God and proclaimed Isaiah 6:5, “ 5 Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty." He was never the same again. Job questions God over and over again concerning his suffering and when God shows up Job says. Job 40:4-5, " 4 "I am unworthy--how can I reply to you? I put my hand over my mouth. 5 I spoke once, but I have no answer--twice, but I will say no more.” Job met God and became a changed man. That is what happens when we walk into the presence of God. We become changed. That is what happened to the wise men when they encountered Christ – they were changed. That is what happens when we encounter Christ – things become different.  

4. A wise man’s journey is one of TOTAL COMMITMENT 


In v. 12 we can also see that their complete commitment is not with their own wisdom nor on King Herod, but to God and to His instructions, to His Word.  Psalm 119:105, “105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.  Proverbs 3:5-6, “5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6 in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.” Joshua 1:7-8, “7Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.”
FACT: Total Commitment to God and His Word will give us right DIRECTION & SUCCESS
Conclusion:

The year 2009 is almost over and we hear the story of the Wise men. They were wise because they had faith, they were wise because they adore , worshiped God and they were changed forever, and they are Totally Committed to God and His Word – it’s all because of a child. How about you? Are you looking for a change in your life, a direction and success in your life specially this coming year? Find Christ of Christmas and I can guarantee that you will be changed, guided and succeed. Things will be different. Step out in faith and seek Him as the Wise men did.  Wise men still seek the King of kings, wise men still seek the Lord.  Are you a wise men?
ILLUSTRATIONS:

1.  By Faith Not Sight

Sometimes I'm sad, I know not why

My heart is sore distressed;

It seems the burdens of this world

Have settled on my heart.

And yet I know... I know that God

Who doeth all things right

Will lead me thus to understand

To walk by FAITH...not SIGHT.

And though I may not see the way

He's planned for me to go,

The way seems dark to me just

But oh, I'm sure He knows!

Today He guides my feeble step

Tomorrow's in His right...

He has asked me to never fear...

But walk by FAITH...not SIGHT.

Some day the mists will roll away,

The sun will shine again.

I'll see the beauty in the flowers,

I'll hear the bird's refrain,

And then I'll know my Father's hand

Has led the way to light

Because I placed my hand in His

And walked by FAITH...not SIGHT. —Ruth A. Morgan
2.  Faith And Doubt

Doubt sees the obstacles.

Faith sees the way!

Doubt sees the darkest night,

Faith sees the day!

Doubt dreads to take a step.

Faith soars on high!

Doubt questions, "Who believes?"

Faith answers, "I!" —Gospel Banner
3.  Epigram On Faith – Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible, and receives the impossible.
4.  Epigram On Faith – Faith is idle when circumstances are right, only when they are adverse is one's faith in God exercised. Faith, like muscle, grows strong and supple with exercise.
5.  Epigram On Faith – Faith is to believe what we do not see; and the reward of this faith is to see what we believe.
6.  Blame Me Not

Ye call me Master and obey me not,

Ye call me Light and see me not;

Ye call me Way and walk not;

Ye call me Life and desire me not;

Ye call me Wise and follow me not;

Ye call me Fair and love me not;

Ye call me Rich and ask me not;

Ye call me Eternal and seek me not;

Ye call me Gracious and trust me not;

Ye call me Noble and serve me not;

Ye call me Mighty and honor me not;

Ye call me Just and fear me not;

If I condemn you BLAME ME not!
7.   Trust And OK – I rather like the small boy's version of the hymn, "Trust and Obey," when he said that at Sunday school they had been singing "Trust and O. K." Good! Everything must be O. K. if the life has been committed to His precious keeping. There is no other way.
8.  Between Hen And Hog – A conversation is said to have taken place between a hen and a hog when they passed a church and observed the subject of the pastor's sermon: "How Can We Help the Poor?" After a moment's reflection, the hen said, "I know what we can do. We can give them a ham-and-egg breakfast!" The hog protested, saying, "The breakfast would be only a contribution for you, but for me it would mean total commitment."
9.  Epigram On Sacrifice – The wise man does not expose himself needlessly to danger, since there are few things for which he cares sufficiently; but he is willing, in great crises, to give even his life—knowing that under certain conditions it is not worthwhile to live.—Aristotle
10.  "City Or Son" – For a long time, the Muslims had been laying siege to the capital of Spain. Courageously and skillfully King Alphonso led the defense, but by some twist of fate the attackers captured the king's son. The besiegers made the most of their hostage. The sultan ordered a gallows built in full view of the capital. The young prince was forced to stand under the words: "Alphonso, either the city or your son!" What a decision for a father to make! Anxiously his advisors and officers watched the face of their king. Will he give up the city and allow the enemy to slay or enslave his people? Or will he give up his own, dear son? They had not long to wait, for King Alphonso decided quickly. Back to the sultan went this message: "Let my son die, that my people may live! live!"
