TOPIC: CHRISTMAS LOVE: THE STORY OF GOD’S GIFT TO US
Text: 1 John 4:9-11 


“9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”
Introduction:
(ILL. # 8 – Indescribable gift) (ILL. Best gift – Lorong nagrerecite ng verse).  We all have ideas of the best present is – don’t we. We can all picture in our mind what the best present is. How do you measure the value of a present? How do you judge its worth? By its size? By its weight? Do you judge it by its cost or perhaps by its usefulness?  What I would like to do this morning is examine God’s present to us. It is wrapped up – it has bows on it – it is standing in the corner and it is large. (Topic) Read I John 4:9-11. How do you measure the value of God’s gift to you? I would suggest three ways: The Measure of God’s Gift to Us is its U.S.E.

I. God’s gift to you is measured by its USEFULNESS.

What is the usefulness of gift to us? Notice in verse nine the usefulness of the gift. “9…so we might live.” Jesus said it this way: "I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly." John 10:10 (NKJV) What a promise that is! Not just life – not just existence – but life which means something – life that has worth – abundant life. Life with a purpose. A life which has value. Life with meaning. A life that will have eternal consequences and benefits. God has made you a SPECIAL PERSON for a SPECIAL PURPOSE “He chose us – actually picked us out for Himself as His own – in Christ before the foundation of the world; that we should be set apart for Him. . .” Ephesians 1:4 (AV) You were specially created – hand crafted – uniquely make – for purpose of bringing glory to God.
FACT: I am here for THE GLORY OF GOD.

My purpose is to live a life that magnifies the Lord, to encourage and support fellow Christians, to become more like Christ, to use my gifts and talents in helping others, to tell those who don’t know Jesus that there is Good News. My purpose to bring glory to God in all I do and say. And when all is said and done I long to hear the words: "21 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'" Matthew 25:21.  You have brought Me glory – you have enlarged the kingdom of God – you have done well. God’s gift of salvation to us is useful. It gives us meaning and value. Our purpose is to bring glory to God.

II. God’s gift to you is measured by its SACRIFICE/COST
(ILL. # 6 Leftover) God deserve our very best in giving. He doesn’t want our leftovers. He doesn’t want cheap stuff. He wants the best you and I can give Him. Remember I used this verse to make my point. 2 Samuel 24:24a, “24 "No, I insist on paying you for it. I will not sacrifice to the LORD my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing." David said if he was going to give a sacrifice to the Lord he was going to give his best – something of value – something of worth. Why would David say that? Because that is God has done for us.(ILL. # 9 – Whoever takes the Son) 2 Corinthians 9:15, “15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!” He has given us the most precious gift He could possibly give – something of worth – something of value – something that is one in a kind. He gave us His son. Look at verse ten again. "10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” God knew what had to be done. He knew what price had to be paid. He knew what it was going to cost Him and He sent the best for you and me. He sent Jesus Christ – born as a child for the salvation of the world. If He gave that much to me – what should I give Him? 
FACT: God’s gift to me is VALUABLE. 


III. God’s present to you is measured by its EFFECTIVENESS.

If I get a toaster for Christmas I expect it to make toast. If I get a coffee machine I expect it to make coffee. If I get a hair curler I’ll save it for re-gifting. But the question that needs to be asked is: Is it effective? Does it do what it was intended to do?  What is the love of God intended to do? TO CHANGE YOU. Look at these three verses again – to me they seem almost like a mathematical formula. 1+1=2. See how it all adds up. God’s gift is useful PLUS God’s gift is valuable EQUALS we ought to love one another. Verse eleven says this: “11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” “Ought” sounds like a suggestion - but it’s not. It’s not just some suggestion that God is making to us. The Greek word for “ought” could be translated “MUST”. The root word means actually means – “to owe something”. You owe a payment – you are under obligation – you must pay it back! Let me restate the last part of verse eleven again. “If God loved us like this, we certainly must love each other.” Why? Because God is not done loving the world yet. He wants to keep loving the world – through you and through me. Jesus said it this way: "14 "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. " Matthew 5:14-16. Does God’s love changes you? Does it affect your behavior? Does it affect the way you treat people? You see that is what love is intended to do. It doesn’t make toast – it doesn’t make coffee – it changes us into loving compassionate people who care for the needs of those who around us. God wants to love the world – but He has a desire to do through you. Are you willing to let God show His love through you?  "This is how God showed his love for us: God sent his only Son into the world so we might live through him. This is the kind of love we are talking about—not that we once upon a time loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to clear away our sins and the damage they’ve done to our relationship with God. My dear, dear friends, if God loved us like this, we certainly ought to love each other.  1 John 4:9-11 (MSG.) We certainly MUST love each other.
FACT: I am God’s Gift to the World through His Love.
Conclusion:
Jesus is the Gift of Christmas and it is full of His Love for us (John 3:16, “16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”)  God’s Gift to us is measured by its USEFULNESS, SACRIFICE AND EFFECTIVENESS.  What is your gift to Jesus this Christmas?  Our gift to Him reflects who He is to us and our love for Him.  (ILL. # 1 Suppose) Romans 12:1, “1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship.”   
ILLUSTRATIONS:

1.  Suppose

Suppose it were your birthday

And all your friends would come

And gather 'round your fireplace

There in your happy home.

They come with smiles and gladness,

and bring their presents, too.

But when they start to share them,

There's not a one for you.

They give them to each other,

A grand and costly lot.

But for the guest of honor,

They somehow just forgot.

You say such things don't happen,

Nor should it ever be;

It seems too crude and cruel,

For folks like you and me.

But friend, have you considered

Just this is what men do?

Not, of course, to humans,

But of our Lord, its true.

We celebrate His birthday

With all our pomp and style;

But give to one another

And grieve Him all the while.

'Tis Christ we claim to honor

At this glad Christmastime;

Don't spend on friends the dollars

And give Him just a dime.

To give to one another

Indeed is very nice;

But best of all to Jesus,

For Him let's sacrifice.

His cause too long has suffered

By thoughtless, selfish men.

Let's bring to Christ the first fruits,

And give our best to Him. —Fred D. Jarvis
2.  Epigram On Christmas 1 – When we were children we were grateful to those who filled our stockings with toys at Christmastime. Why are we not grateful to God for filling our stockings with legs?—G. K. Chesterion
3.  Epigram On Christmas 2 – "What is Christmas a time for?" I asked my Sunday-school class. Came the usual answers—Jesus' birthday, a time of joy; and this answer: a time for sportsmanship, because you don't always get everything you want.
4.  "If I Had Not Come" – An interesting Christmas story tells of a little boy who, in a dream of Christmas Eve, saw himself up and dressed very early the next morning, running down to the school ground to meet his playmates. To his amazement he saw only a vacant lot, at one corner of which was a sign carrying these words: "If I had not come." He hurried to the hospital, where some of his friends were to gather in the early morning with gifts for the sick children. There again he saw only a big empty space, and a similar sign: "If I had not come." Bewildered, he thought of the early morning service at his church and ran there, expecting to join his parents at worship, only to see once more a large vacant lot, and that strange sign: "If I had not come." Then, as he awakened from his dream, he saw the meaning of it. What a loss, and what a difference if Christ had not come!
5.  Diamond Sent In Plain Package – A South African diamond miner found one of the world's largest diamonds. It was the size of a small lemon. The miner needed to get the diamond safely to the company's office in London, so he sent it in a small steel box and hired four men to carry it. Even when it was in the ship's safe en route, it was guarded day and night by at least two armed men. But when the package arrived at the company's office in London and was carefully opened, it contained no diamond. Rather it contained a lump of black coal. Three days later, the diamond arrived by ordinary parcel post in a plain package. The owner had assumed correctly that most people would not pay attention to an ordinary cardboard box.
6.  Leftovers

Leftovers are such humble things,

We would not serve them to a guest,

And yet we serve them to our Lord

Who deserves the very best.

We give to Him leftover time,

Stray minutes here and there,

Leftover cash we give to Him,

Such few coins as we can spare.

We give our youth unto the world,

To hatred, lust and strife;

Then in declining years we give

To Him the remnant of our life. —Author Unknown

7.   Long Walk Included – One of my favorite stories is about a missionary teaching in Africa. Before Christmas, he had been telling his native students how Christians, as an expression of their joy, gave each other presents on Christ's birthday. On Christmas morning, one of the natives brought the missionary a seashell of lustrous beauty. When asked where he had discovered such an extraordinary shell, the native said he had walked many miles to a certain bay, the only spot where such shells could be found. "I think it was wonderful of you to travel so far to get this lovely gift for me," the teacher exclaimed. His eyes brightening, the native replied, "Long walk, part of gift." —Gerald H. Bath
8.  Indescribable Gift – A while back, on "Good Morning, America," Joan Lunden featured some gift ideas that might be called indescribable. They were extraordinary gifts that some of you might want to include on your Christmas gift list.  One of them was a Jaguar automobile, the Jaguar 220. If you care to order one of these, go to your Jaguar dealer & put down your $80,000 deposit. Then when the automobile is delivered, you are expected to pay the balance of $507,000. The Jaguar 220 is a $587,000 automobile, & they only make 250 of them a year.   Now if you should care to buy your preacher one of those to express your love & appreciation for him, I’ll be a gracious recipient. But I warn you ahead of time, I may not be able to find words to describe my gratitude. It might be an indescribable gift. Joan Lunden also mentioned that if you were to purchase such an automobile, you might also be interested in a new car wax that promises to give it the ultimate shine. It retails for $3,400 for an 8 ounce can. I guess if you can afford a $587,000 automobile, why not spend $3,400 for car wax?  A third item she mentioned was a $300,000 gold & silver toilet seat inlaid with precious stones. Of course, there were cheaper gifts for those who have everything: an $18,000 Frisbee, a $10,000 yoyo, a $12,000 mousetrap, & even a $27,000 pair of sunglasses.  And for the proud grandparent who is wondering what to buy the new grandbaby, how about a $28,000 pacifier?   Such gifts stagger our imagination, don’t they? But they are not indescribable. Even though we may not be able to find words to describe them, I assure you the manufacturers can, & they will spend lots of money describing them in TV & newspaper ads. They will seek to describe them in such appealing ways as to entice you into believing that you simply can’t live the rest of your life without them. You see, every human gift is describable by someone.

9.  Whoever Takes the Son – Many years ago, there was a very wealthy man who shared a passion for art collecting with his son. They had priceless works adorning the walls of their family estate. One day, the nation was at war and the young man left to serve his country. After only a few short weeks, his father received a telegram. His son had died. Distraught and lonely, the old man faced the upcoming Christmas holidays with sadness. The joy of the season had vanished with the death of his son.   

On Christmas morning, a knock on the door awakened the depressed old man. He opened the door and a soldier, with a large package in his hands greeted him, “I was a friend of your son. I was the one he was rescuing when he died. May I come in for a few moments? I have something to show you.”
The soldier mentioned that he was an artist and then gave the old man the package. It was a portrait of the man’s son. Though the world would never consider it the work of a genius, the painting featured the young man’s face in striking detail. Overcome with emotion, the man hung the portrait over the fireplace, pushing aside millions of dollars worth of art. 
His task completed, the old man sat in his chair and spent Christmas gazing at the gift he had been given. The painting of his son soon became his most prized possession, far eclipsing any interest in the pieces of art for which museums around the world clamored. Half a year later, the old man died. The art world waited with anticipation for the upcoming auction. According to the will of the old man, all the art works would be auctioned on Christmas Day, the day he had received the greatest gift.

The day soon arrived and art collectors from around the world gathered to bid on some of the world’s most spectacular paintings. Dreams would be fulfilled that day. The auction began with a painting that was not on anyone’s museum list. It was the painting of the man’s son. The auctioneer asked for an opening bid, but the room was silent. “Who will open the bidding with $100?” No one spoke. Finally someone said, “Who cares about that painting. It’s just a picture of his son. Let’s move on to the good stuff.”

The auctioneer responded, “No, we have to sell this one first. Now, who will take the son?” Finally, a neighbor of the old man offered $50 dollars. “That’s all I have. I knew the boy, so I’d like to have it.”

The auctioneer said, “Going once, going twice…gone.” The gavel fell. Cheers filled the room and someone exclaimed, “Now we can bid on the real treasures!”

The auctioneer looked at the room filled with people and announced that the auction was over. Everyone was stunned. Someone spoke up and said, “What do you mean, it’s over? We didn’t come here for a painting of someone’s son. There is millions of dollars worth of art here! What’s going on?”

The auctioneer replied, “It’s very simple. According to the will of the Father, whoever takes the son…gets it all.”

The message is the same this Christmas. Because of the Father’s love…whoever takes the Son gets it all. Will you take Him this Christmas?

Rev 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hears my voice, and opens the door, I will come in to him, and will eat with him, and he with me.

John 1:11-12 He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the children of God, even to them that believe on his name:

